
Rev. John Rankin: A Beacon of Light 

Description:  A light burned every day and night at the John and Jean Rankin home that sat high 

on a river overlook in Ripley, Ohio. The Rankin family was closely connected with the 

Underground Railroad movement, and Rankin himself accounts for several thousand 

passengers going through his home. Today the Rankin home is managed as a historic site by the 

National Park Service. 


