
Louisville: Slave Traders and Free Blacks 

Description: Louisville was the largest slave trading city on the Ohio River.  Slave traders were 

highly visible, and they openly marketed humans for trafficking, with advertisements soliciting 

Want Ads for hundreds of Blacks.  Underneath that visibility were hundreds of free Blacks in 

Louisville, that operated silently and within organized churches, to undermine slave trading, 

helping fugitives seek asylum. 


