
Farmington, The Speed Family and Slavery 

Description:  Farmington Historic Plantation was the home of the John and Lucy Speed family 

and as many as 57 slaves who worked on the 550-acre hemp plantation that was once part of 

the site. Abraham Lincoln visited his most intimate friend, Joshua Speed, at the Plantation in 

August 1841. It was the only time historians can place the future president spending extensive 

time on a slave plantation. 


